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THE ROMAN WORLD SURVEY
BEFORE, AFTER AND ITS LEGACY

THE FIRST MENTION OF A ROMAN WORLD SURVEY OCCURS
SOME 400 YEARS AFTER THE PURPORTED EVENT. A SINGLE
TEXT WRITTEN WE THINK BY JULIUS HONORIUS THE ORATOR
DESCRIBES HOW JULIUS CAESAR INSTIGATED SUCH A SURYE
BUT HERE WE SHOULD BE VERY CLEAR IN OUR TERMINOLOGY
THIS IS A GEOGRAPHICAL SURVEY AND NOT A SURVEY
CENSUS, WHICH OCCURRED ALL TOO FREQUENTLY IN THE
ROMAN PERIOD IN ORDER TO ASSESS TAX REVENUES.

BUT THIS GEOGRAPHICAL SURVEY AS DESCRIBED IS HIGHLY
CONTENTIOUS. THERE ARE NO CONTEMPORANEOUS TEXTS OR
EVEN HINTS BY ROMAN AUTHORS THAT THIS UNDERTAKING
WAS CARRIED OUT.

THUS WE MUST LOOK TO OTHER METHODS OF RESEARCH TO
OBTAIN A CLEARER PICTURE OF THE SITUATION IN 50BC.



BEFORE;, CARTOGRAPHIC AND
GEOGRAPHICAL KNOWLEDGE PRE 54BCE

IF ASURVEY ON THE SCALE INDICATED WITHIN THE TEXTOF JULIUS
HONORIUS ACTUALLY TOOK PLACE; THAT IS LASTING SOMB2 YEARS; (AND
HERE | SHOULD ADD | AM NOT DISCUSSING THE TEXT, ITS IN MY ORIGINAL
PAPER AND WILL BE DISCUSSED AT LENGTH BY THE FOLLOWG SPEAKER,)
THERE IS THE POSSIBILITY THAT BY ANALYSING THE CARDGRAPHY PRIOR TO,
AND FOLLOWING THE EVENT, WE MAY TRACE ITS FINGERPRT ACROSS

LATER MAPS AND SURVEYS. WE SHOULD NOTICE GREATER ATLJRACY AND
GEOGRAPHICAL KNOWLEDGE IN THE ROMAN WORLD AFTER SCH AN EVENT.

TO INDICATE THAT ADIFFERENCE IS NOTICEABLE WE MUS LOOK AT THE
MAPS PRIOR TO THE SURVEY THAT ARE AVAILABLE, ALTHQGH MANY ARE
20™M CENTURY REPRODUCTIONS, AND COMPARE THOSE FOLLOWING.

IT IS ALSO NECESSARY TO LOOK AT MANY PLAIN TEXTS WIH GEOGRAPHICAL
DATA THERE-IN, WHICH DID NOT NECESSARILY EVER CONTAN A MAP OR
DIAGRAM. SOME OF THESE ARE SURPRISING IN THEIR ORINS.

FINALLY WE MUST BE PREPARED TO REVUE THE ACCEPTEDISTORICAL
SITUATION APROPOS THE PERIOD WHEN ROME WAS DEFEATHN 410AD.

THE EVIDENCE IS THERE IN THE LANDSCAPE AWAITING REGGNITION.
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105 Homer's view of the earth (900 B.C.)

Reconstruction of Homer's view of the world
B hltp://www.hemy-dﬂis.comMAPS/AmientWebPages/l05.]111:11




THE WORLDS OF HECATAEUS AND HERODOTUS
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108 World according to Hecataeus (6 th century B.C.) l‘ hitp://www.henry-davis.com/MAPS/AncientWebPages/10 i




109 Reconstruction of Herodotus World Map (ca. 450 B.C.) http://www.henry-davis.com/MAPS/AncientWebPages/ 109.html

Reconstruction of Herodotus World Map (ca. 450 B.C.)
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111 World map according to Dicaearchus (300 B.C.) modern interpretive drawing | hitp://www.henry-davis.com/MAPS/AncientWebPages/111 -html




<cgPI12D08; THE WORLDS OF DICAEARCHUS AND ERATOSTHENES

112 World map according to Eratosthenes (194 B.C.) http://www henry-davis.com/MAPS/AncientWebPages/112.html
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World map according to Posidonius (150-130 B.C.) |

114 World map according to Posidonius (150-130 B.C.) http://www.henry-davis.com/MAPS/AncientWebPages/ 114 html .




hitp://www.henry-davis.com/MAPS/AncientWebPages/115.html




THE ROMAN WORLD OF JULIUS CAESAR.

« JULIUS CAESAR WAS BASICALLY THE LEADER WHO TROUNCEBLL PREVIOUS RULERS.

« HE WAS SO RUTHLESS AND CAPABLE THAT THE END RESUILGOULD ONLY HAVE BEEN HIS
DEMISE, BUT WHAT AN EXIT. “ET TU BRUTE”

« HE HAD SEEN POMPEY ENLARGE THE EMPIRE BY ADDING THEANDS OF ASIA MINOR

e HE HAD WITNESSED THE COMPLETE DISASTER THAT WAS THEXPEDITION OF CRASSUS
TO PARTHIA

« HE HAD SUBDUED GAUL
« HE HAD A QUICK LOOK AT BRITANNIA
« HE WAS CONSIDERING MANY OTHER CONQUESTS AT THE TIM&GF HIS DEMISE

« HE CHOSE A SUCCESSOR, AN ADOPTED SON, OCTAVIAN, WHEAS TO BECOME ONE OF
ROME’'S GREATEST LEADERS AS AUGUSTUS CAESAR

e THAT IS PROBABLY HIS GREATEST LEGACY TO ROME AS SBILITY ENSUED WITH HIM

« HE WAS VERY AWARE OF THE POWER OF THE POPULACE OBRIE AND THE NECESSITY TO
ENSURE THEIR SUPPORT.

« THAT SUPPORT WAS PURCHASED BY THE DONATION OF FOMIND OLIVE OIL
« THE LEGIONS OF COURSE REQUIRED SILVER COINS

e THOSE TWO ITEMS WERE A CONSTANT SOURCE OF PROBLEMSTH AN EVER GROWING
POPULACE AND EVER MORE LEGIONS BEING REQUIRED FAEXPANSION





















AFTER THE ROMAN SURVEY PERIOD

| HAVE ALREADY MENTIONED THE TWO MAIN TEXTS WHICH ARE OF THIS PERIOD.

STRABO OF AMASEIAWROTE HIS GEOGRAPHIA BASED UPONHE NOW LOST TEXT OF
ERATOSTHENES.

PLINY THE ELDER WROTE HIS NATURAL HISTORY AND INCLUED WITHIN IT ALARGE
PERCENTAGE OF INFORMATION FROM THE WORK OF MARCUAPSANIUS AGRIPPA.

PLINY UNFORTUNATELY DIED WHILST ATTEMPTING TO RESCHE& THE INHABITANTS
CAUGHT IN TH ERUPTION OF VESUVIUS 79AD, AND THUS I WORK WAS FINITE.

AROUND THAT PERIOD POMPONIUS MELA C45AD, WROTE A “ESCRIPTION OF THE
WORLD”, BUT IT REVERTS TO THE GREEK METAPHYSICAL \HW AND INCLUDES ALL OF
THE ERRORS SO DECRIED BY HERODOTUS NEARLY 500 YEARBRLIER.

IN C124AD, DIONYSIUS PRODUCED HIS WORLD MAP WHICH@ULD HAVE BEEN A COPY OF
ANY MAP FROM C600BCE.

THE GREEK SCHOOL OF CHOROGRAPHY FOUND IT HARD TGME TO TERMS WITH A
SPHERICAL WORLD AND MASSIVE CONTINENTS.

BUT WAITING IN THE WINGS WERE TWO OF THE GREATESTARTOGRAPHERS OF THAT
AGE, MARINUS THE TYRIAN AND CLAUDIUS PTOLEMY.

WE CAN READILY SEE THAT THEY WERE THE RECIPIENTS OROMAN INFORMATION.



116 World map according to Pomponius Mela (ca. 40 A.D.) —| hitp://www.henry-davis.com/MAPS/AncientWebPages/116 html
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2B; CUMBRIA WEST

o AT 2A; CUMBRIA EAST
CARLISLE A CARLISLE LUGUVALIUM \
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24 ROMAN MILES OR 1000 ACTUS
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AMBLESIDE 1/

CLAUDIUS PTOLEMY

CLAUDIUS PTOLEMY FALSIFICATION, REG{MENTATIO:N OR SYMMETRY

FALSIFICATION, REGIMENTATION OR SYMMETRY 2 Ees WAmRC\ROOIF . I/ i B il -
THE ROMAN SURVEY, AD70, CERIALIS IN CUMBRIA; Similar Distances. . THE ROMAN SURVEY, CERIALIS IN CUMBRIA; 45° ALIGNMENTS|




THE LEGACY OF ROMAN SURVEYS

AS A COMPARISON WE CAN STUDY THE MAP OF BRITANNIAAS DRAWN BY CLAUDIUS
PTOLEMY AND THE BASIC SURVEY ATTRIBUTED TO THE ROMN ARMY.

CLAUDIUS PTOLEMY USED THE SURVEY DATA TRANSMITTED O ALEXANDRIA TO DRAW
HIS MAP, BUT WAS INHIBITED BY HIS MIS-DIMENSIONINGOF THE WORLD SPHERE.

THUS THE LENGTH OF BRITANNIAWAS DEFORMED TO FIT REDUCED SPHERE.

THE ROMAN ARMY HAD NO SUCH MIS-INFORMATION. THEY MEASURED AND KNEW THE
DISTANCES AND BEARING BY TANGENT ANGLE OF THEIR COSTRUCTIONS, THEIR ROADS
AND THUS THE COASTLINE.

BUT THERE WAS A NEW FORCE TO BE RECKONED WITH, ONEHICH WOULD SUPPLANT
THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

FIRST THERE WAS THE GERMANIC INVASION WHICH SWEPTHE EMPIRE AWAY IN 410AD
WHEN ALARIC THE VISIGOTH SACKED ROME WITH THE KINGIDM OF ODOACER.

SECONDLY THERE WAS CHRISTIANITY WHICH SWEPT THE OLGODS OF ROME AWAY,
HAVING BEEN ACCEPTED BY CONSTANTINE IN 313AD AS THISTATE RELIGION.

THE EARLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH BY 410AD WAS IN FACT A ARGE ORGANISATION AND
WAS NOT STOPPED BUT ENCOURAGED BY THESE GERMANICVWNDERS.

THUS IN THE LANDSCAPE WE FIND NATURAL FEATURES BEIS RENAMED TO ACCORD
WITH THE NEW RELIGION AN ITS HIERARCHY.






A LINE ON THE LANDSCAPE: TRAY
" WITH “MICHAEL” FROM ITALY TO IRELAND
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A LINE ON THE LANDSCAPE: TRAVEL
WITH “MICHAEL” FROM ITALY TO IRELAND
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A LINE ON THE LANDSCAPE: TRAVEL
WITH “MICHAEL” FROM ITALY TO IRELAND

' v ‘m]‘
ﬂh -1 9
. a A
\ St 49-?5”%2% ;
51-24

VECTIS INSULA; ISLE OF WIGHT

A LANDSCAPE OF CHURCHES.

The rectangle and squares formed in

the landscape by the positioning of
many churches over the years.

THE ROMAN SURVEY TRIANGLE

IS THE DETERMINING FORM.

FIGURE 5; VECTIS INSULA; THE ROMAN SURVEY TRIANGLE
AND A LANDSCAPE OF CHURCHES
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CONCLUSIONS

THE ROMAN ARMY WAS ADEPT AT SURVEYING AND PRODUCINGVAPS OF
EXTRAORDINARY ACCURACY

THE PROBABILITY OF AWORLD SURVEY IS BORNE OUT BY HE WORK OF MARCUS
VIPSANIUS AGRIPPA WHO WAS IN ROME AT PRECISELY THEORRECT PERIOD TO
COORDINATE THE RESULTS. HE WAS A FIRST CLASS HIGHIEDUCATED PERSON WHO WAS
CHARGED WITH THE TASK OF PRODUCING THE MAP BY AUGBTUS CAESAR .THIS IS WELL
RECORDED BY PLINY THE ELDER IN HIS NATURAL HISTORY.

WHETHER THE TEXT OF JULIUS HONORIUS IS CORRECT ORFOLK MEMORY GIVEN A
MAKE OVER | WILL LEAVE TO OUR NEXT SPEAKER, TO SEDUT THE ARGUMENT.

REGARDLESS OF ANY CONTROVERSY WE MUST REVISE OUR DERSTANDING OF ROMAN
TECHNOLOGY. IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THEY WERE ACTUALYAR SUPERIOR TO THE
GREEKS IN THE WORLD OF SURVEYING AND CARTOGRAPHY.

THE EARLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH BECAME THE INHERITORS OFHE ROMAN STATE IN
NAME, THE ROMAN CHURCH, AND IN TECHNICAL ABILITY BY COPYING THEIR SURVEY,
MEASUREMENT, BUILDING AND MAPPING TECHNIQUES.

THIS CONTINUED FOR SEVERAL CENTURIES UNTIL EUROPHA&RTED TO CHANGE, BUT,
THE ROMAN PES WAS STILL USED FOR MEASUREMENT IN THEA™M CENTURY.

THUS WE MAY THANK THE EARLY CHURCH FOR LEAVING SUCH500D MARKERS.



